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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION — PREMIER’S SUPPORT 

516. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Why did the Premier sack his deputy from one of his portfolios for a lesser 
offence than Mr Collier has committed in losing $1 billion? Why does Mr Collier not suffer a consequence? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
What a short memory the opposition has!  

Mr M. McGowan: You sacked him! 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will again state the bleeding obvious, which is that when Labor was in power under 
Burke, Dowding and Carmen Lawrence, it was a politically corrupt government that cost this state $1.5 billion. 
In the second term of the Gallop–Carpenter government, five ministers were sacked or forced to resign because 
of inquiries by the Corruption and Crime Commission. Five ministers! A politically corrupted government! 
Norm Marlborough was on his phone to Burke; there was a minister going from cabinet meetings to brief Burke 
and Grill on what had gone on in cabinet!  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is the truth! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Premier, answer the question, please.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is the level of political corruption in two successive Labor governments.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You wanted him! 

Mr R.H. Cook: You took him on! 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You recruited him! 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: He walked from a Labor cabinet in which some members opposite served, walked up the 
Terrace and divulged every decision made at cabinet!  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: And there were five ministers! So I am amazed that the Leader of the Opposition, who sat 
there through all of it and who went and had little meetings with Noel Crichton-Browne to get dirt on me—that 
was a charming little episode, was it not? A charming little episode! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. Premier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That says something about character. 

Mr M. McGowan: Have a look at my record, my friend. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Oh, we know where you go, my friend—I would not speak up too much!  

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have changed ministers, and the Deputy Premier—the state’s best ever health minister, 
by a country mile — 
Mr R.H. Cook: Then why did you sack him, compared with an incompetent minister? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We agreed. We discussed it, and we agreed that he would step down from that portfolio. 
We did. He made a mistake; we have been through that. There was no dishonesty; he made a mistake and paid a 
high price, and we agreed on that because of the standards this government sets for ministerial conduct.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members!  
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: Remember, the Labor Party had five ministers before the Corruption and Crime 
Commission; it was the most disgraceful government in Western Australia since the Burke government. Five 
ministers forced — 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I call you to order for the first time. Premier, wind this up, please. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think that as a Premier I have had criticism for being too harsh on ministers. I have had 
criticism from some of my colleagues, and I respect their point of view, for being too harsh on ministers. But the 
issues I have had to deal with are mistakes, omissions and errors of judgement; I have never had to deal with a 
minister under investigation through the Corruption and Crime Commission, like the Labor Party did.  
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